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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims to read as follows. 

1 - (Currently Amended) A communication apparatus comprising: 

a reception unit for receiving frame images generated from a plurality of 
communication terminals; 

an output unit for outputting the frame images received by said reception 
unit in order to display the frame images on a display unit as multiple image displays; and 

a notification unit for causing acquiring and n o tifying of a Mate uf frame 
rate of the - frame images received by said reception unit; wherein said n o tificati o n un it 
eaoscs the display unit to display a symbol indicating an update state of the received frame 
images, wherein the update state i ncludes at least an updating state, a non-updating state. 
and a non-reception s tate, and wherein the symbol is an image inform^ ?un nf * W v » r 
frame rate co rr esponding to cadi of the frame images received from the c o mmunication 
te r minal, the image informa t i o n being displayed on a predetermined area at a time when 
016 corresponding frame image is r eceived frame images aie displayed, and 

wherein said notification unit notifi e s of the s t ate of frame late by dunging 
the image informatio n s o that a fi r st image information is displayed causes display of the 
symbol in a first condit ion corresponding to the updating state when at least one o f th e 
received a currentl y displayed frame image images is d i splayed o n a prcdetemiincd r egion 
and j$ updated by a next frame image on the pi ' edcle n nincd region is upda t ed, a second 
image inf o rmation is displayed in a pet ioC L causes display of the symbol in a second 
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conditi on corresponding to t he n on-updating state when at lutst one of the miivul the 
c urrently displayed frame image images is display e d is not updated bv a next frame image, 
and causes the display of no symbol corresponding to the non-reception state nrrt^ 
p r ed e term i ned region and a next Qamc image uu t he prcdcteiurhrul ngiuu is n o t updated, 
and neither t he first oi (he second image information are displayed when the received frame 
images are not displayed. 

2. to 4. (Cancelled). 

5. (Currently Amended) A communication apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein the symbol is changing image information is a change in a .state of 
display of an icon indicating a corresponding one of the plurality of communication 
terminals. 

6. (Previously Presented) A communication apparatus according to 
Claim 1, wherein said notification unit does not perform notification when the frame rate is 
high, and performs notification when the frame rate is reduced. 

7. (Currently Amended) A communication apparatus according to 
Claim [[1]] 5, wherein said notifica t i o n unit compris e s one of flashing o f an icon, display 
ofcharactcr informa tion, and display uf numerals the symbol in the first condition is a 
flashed icon . 
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8. (Currently Amended) A communication method comprising the 

steps of: 

receiving frame images generated from a plurality of communication 

terminals; 

outputting the received frame images in order to display the frame images 
on a display unit as multiple image displays; and 

acquiring and notifying of d j>tatc of name ra t e of the fr ame images r ec e iv e d 
in bdid l u ring sl i p wherein Mid auiuiring and notifying step cames causing the display 
unit to display an imag e infoimatiuu of a symbol indicating an update state of the received 
frame images, wherei n the update state includes at least an updating state, a non-updating 
state, and a non-reception state, and w herein the svmhol is tha nin i * fimm, , 
cor r espon d ing to each uf tin, frame images received from the eoiuniumiation terminal; th e 
image information being displayed on a predetermined area at a time when the 
corresp nndmp frame ima^t* is m r o™^ fram* i nurf , 1 ,i rr diTplnyrd, and 

wherein said causing the display uni t to display a symbol acquiring and 
notifying *>Lep uuliXtu» u f the state of frame iak, by changing the image infuimatiuu s>u that- a 
fi r st image info r mat io n is displayed causes display of the symbol in a first condition 
corresponding to the updating state when at l e a&l u ne uf the linivul a currently disp layed 
frame image images i s d i splayed on a pr ed ete rmined region a nd is updated bv a next frame 
image o n the predetermined l e gion is updated, a second image inf or mati o n is - display c d in a 
period, causes the display of the s ymbol in a second condition corresponding to the non- 
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updating state when at least one o f the received the currently displayed frame image images 
is displayed is not upda t ed bv a next frame image, and causes the display of no symbol 
corresponding to the non-recep t ion state o n the predetermin e d i eginn anrf * fr a i ^ r 
i mage on the predetermined legion is n o t updated, and neither th e fi r st or t he se c ond imag e 
i nformation arc displayed when the received frame images are not displayed. 

9. to 11. (Cancelled) 

12. (C uxrently Amended) A communication method according to 
Claim 8, wherein the symbol is changing the image inf o rm at ion dis p lay e d on die display 
rait is a c hange in a state of display of an icon indicating a corresponding one of the 
plurality of communication terminals. 

1 3 . (Previously Presented) A communication method according to 
Claim 8, wherein the notification is not performed when the frame rate is high, and is 
performed when the frame rate is reduced. 

14. (Currently Amended) A communication method according to 
Claim [[8]] 12, wherein the noti f ication comprises one of flashing of au icon, display o f 
clwactci mfo T mation, and display o f numerals the symbol in the first condition is a flashed 
icon . 
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1 5 . (Currently Amended) A communication apparatus comprising: 

a reception unit for receiving a part or all of frame images generated from 
image generation units of a plurality of corresponding communication terminals by 
switching the frame images; 

an output unit for outputting the frame images received by said reception 
unit in order to display the frame images on a display unit as multiple image displays; 

an assigning unit for assigning an arbitrary image display from among the 
multiple image displays; 

a control unit for controlling a state of outputting of the frame image display 
assigned by said assigning unit; and 

a notification unit for causing acquiring and notifying o f a - state of fram e 
ra fcr o f the fram e images r e c e iv e d by said reception unit; wherein said notification unit 
causes the display unit to display a symbol indicating an update state of the received frame 
images, wherein the u pdate state includes at least an updating state, a non-updating state, 
and a non-reception state, and wherein the symbol is an image informati o n of the stale uf 
fr am e r a t e c o rr e sponding to caeh of the frame images lec e iv e d frum the communicatio n 
terminal, th e image information b e in g displayed on a predetermined area at a time when 
the corresponding frame image is received frame imag e s ai e displayed, and 

wherein said notification unit n o tifies of the state of fr ame r ate by changing 
t he image inf o rmation so that a fi t st image inf o rmati o n is dis p layed causes the display of 
the symbol in a first condition corresponding to the updating state when at least one of the 
received a currently displayed frame image imag es i s display e d o n a predetermined r egion 
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and is updated bv a next frame image on th e p r edet er mined icgion is updated, a second 
image informati o n is displayed in a perio d , causes the display of the symbol in a second 
condition corresponding to the non-updating state when at lea&t one of fli c received the 
currently displayed frame image images is displayed is not updated bv a next frame image, 
and causes the display of no symbol corresponding to the non-reception state orrthe 
p r e det e rmined region and a next frame imag e o n the p redetermined re gio n is not update d , 
and neithe r the first o r the second imag e in fo r mati o n arc displayed when the received frame 
images are not displayed 

16. to 18. (Cancelled) 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A communication apparatus according to 
Claim 15, wherein changing the image information dis p layed o n th e display unit is a 
change in a s t ate o f display of the symbol is an icon indicating a corresponding one of the 
plurality of communication terminals. 

20. (Previously Presented) A communication apparatus according to 
Claim 15, wherein said notification unit does not perform notification when the frame rate 
is high, and performs notification when the frame rate is reduced* 

2 1 . (Currently Amended) A communication apparatus according to 
Claim [[15]] 19, wherein said n o tification unit comprises one of flashing of an icon, 
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display of charact e r uifuimaUuu. And display of numerate the symbol in the first condition 
is a flashed icon . 

22. (Currently Amended) A communication method comprising the 

steps of: 

receiving a part or all of frame images generated from image generation 
units of a plurality of corresponding communication terminals by switching the frame 
images; 

outputting the received frame images in order to display the frame images 
on a display unit as multiple image displays; 

assigning an arbitrary image display from among the multiple image 

displays; 

controlling a state of outputting of the assigned frame image display ; and 
acquiring and notifying of a state, of fram e rate of t h e frame images r eceived 
in said receiving step wh er ein said acquiring and n o tifying st ep causes causing the display 
unit to display an image information of a symbol indicating an update state of the received 
frame images, wherein the update state includes at least an updating state, a non-updating 
state, and a non-reception state, and wherein the symbol is th e stat e of frame lat e 
c orr esponding to each of the frame images received from the communicat io n te r minal, the 
image information b e ing displayed on a predetermined area at a time when the 
corresponding frame image is r eceived fr ame images ar e displayed, and 
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wherein said causing the display unit to display a symbol acquiring and 
notifying step notifies of tin s t ate o f fram e rat e by changing the image inf o rmation so that a 
first imag e inf o rmati o n is dis p layed causes the display of the symbol in a first condition 
correspnnding to the updating state when at l e ast one o f th e r e ceiv e d a currently displayed 
frame image images is displayed o n api e dctcnmned r egion - an d is updated by a next frame 
image o n the prede temiiii e d re gi o n is updat e d, a second image information is displayed in a 
perio d, causes the display of the symbol in a second condition corresponding to the non- 
updating state when at leas t o ne of the received the currently displayed frame image images 
is dis p layed is not undated by a next frame image, and causes the display of no symbol 
corresponding to the non-reception state o n the pr edetermined rcaion and a nex t frame 
image o n t he p r edetermined r egion is not u p dated, and neither the first oi th e sec o nd imag e 
information a re display e d when the received frame images are not displayed, 

23. to 25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently Amended) A communication method according to 
Claim 22, wherein changing .the image inf o rmation is a diau&c in a &tate of display of the 
symbol is an icon indicating a corresponding one of the plurality of communication 
terminals. 
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27. (Previously Presented) A communication method according to 
Claim 22, wherein said notification step is not performed when the frame rate is high, and 
is performed when the frameirate is reduced. 

28. (Currently Amended) A communication method according to 
Claim [[221] 26, wherein said n o tificati o n st ep comprises one o f flashing of an icon, 
display of charact e r infoiniatioiL and display of numerals the symbol in the first condition 
is a flashed icon . 

29. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium 
storing a computer-executable program, said program comprising: 

[[a]] reception 1 process code executable to receive for wxeiving frame 
images generated from a plurality of communication terminals; 

f! r 
!■ i 

[[an]] output process code executable to output for ou t pu t ting the received 
frame images in order to dispjlay the frame images on a display unit as multiple image 
displays; and \\ 

[[a]] notification process code executable to cause for acquiring and 
notifying of a state of - frame i?atc of thd fiaini images received by s aid r e c e ption pr o c e ss 
code whe r ein said no t ifica t ion pr o cess! cod e causes the display unit to display a symbol 

!' j . 

indicating an update state of the received frame images, wherein the update state includes 
at least an updating state, a non-updating state, and a non-reception state, and wherein the 
is an imag e information o f theisiale of iiame rate correspond inc. t o each o f the 



I-: 
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frame images received fr om the communicati o n te r minal, the image information being 

r 

displayed on a predetermined area at a time when the corresponding frame image is 
received frame images arc displayed, and 

wherein said notification process code notifies of th e state of fl ame rate "by 

r 

I . 

changing the image information s o that a first image info r mati o n is dis p laye d causes the 
display of the symbol in a first condition corresponding to the updating state when at least 
one of the r eceiv e d a currently displayed frame image images is displayed on a 
predetermined region and is updated bv a next frame image on the prcd c t e iinu i cd r egion is 

ti p f latftd J a sce o nd image mfomiati o n is displayed in a perio d , causes the display of the 

\ 

t ■ 

symbol in a second conditiori gorrespondinp to the non-updating state when a t least on e of 
the received the currently displayed frame image images is displayed is not updated by a 
next frame image, and causes the display of no symbol corresponding to the non-reception 

i 

state on the prcde t uunined refcion and a n e x t f r ame image on the pr e d e t e rmined region is 
not updated, and n e ither the firs t o r the seco n d image informa t i o n are displayed when the 



received frame images are ndt displayed. 

i' 
i. 

r . 
\ 

i: 

30. (Currently Amended) A computer-readable storage medium 
storing a computer-exeeutahfe program, said program comprising: 

[[a]] receptioj|process code executable to receive fui iceeiving a part or al! 

h 

of frame images generated fr^m image generation units of a plurality of corresponding 

i ■ 

communication terminals byfiwitching the frame images; 



- 11 - 

I 

PAGE 14/24 ' RCVD AT 7/6/2005 10:40:12 PM [Eastern Daylight Tine] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 ' DNiS:8729306 ' CSID:714 540 9823 ' DURATION (mn>$s):0740 



07/06/05 WED 19:44 FAX 714 540 9823 

ft 



FCH&S COSTA MESA (#2) 



@015 



[[aa]] output piocess code executable to output fm outputting the received 
frame images in order to display the frame images on a display unit as multiple image 
displays; [j 

[[an]] assigning process code executable to assign f or assigning an arbitrary 

image display from among tije multiple image displays; 

u 

[[a]] control tjpjocess code executable to control of c o n tro lling a state for 
outputting of the assigned ullage display, and 

[[a]] notification process code executable to cause f o r acquiring and 

I 



notifying -o f a slate of flame 



xtc of thi frame images received by said j e ccption process 



code wherein said noUncatiqfc pr o cess c o d e causes the display unit to display a symbol 

f 

indicating an update state of me received frame im ages, wherein the update state includes 



at least an updating state, a Tim-updating state» and a non-reception state, and wherein the 



symbol is an image iufuimaltm of the s t ate of frame rate corresponding to each of the 



Image displays, th e imag e in i 



i rmati o n be ing displayed on a predetermined area at a time 



when the received frame image is fra m e s imag e s are displayed on the correspondin g image 
display, and 

wherein said i otification process code n o tifies of the sta t e of frame r ate by 

z" 
[ 

3. 

f.1 i flj i f> i ng t he image lufaiiiiafloji s o t hat a fi r st image information is displaced causes the 



display of the symbol in a fi&t condition corresponding to the updating state when at least 



on e of the received a frame 



In 



images is dibplay&d on a pre c cteimined regi o n and is updated by a next frame image on the 



predetermined r egion is updated, a second image information is displayed i n a pe r iod A 



lage currently displayed on the corresponding image display 



-12 



PAGE 15/24 1 RCVD AT 7/612005 10:40:12 PM [Eastern Daylight Tine] 1 SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1/0 * DN1S:8729306 * CSID:714 540 9823 1 DURATION (mm-$s):07<40 



07/06/05 WED 19:44 FAX 714 540 9823 



FCH&S COSTA MESA (#2) 



@1016 



causes the display of the symbol in a second condition corresponding to the non-updating 



state when at least one of the; 
corresponding image displa 1 



•centred the frame image currently displayed on the 



causes the display of no svml 



predetermined region is not 
arc dis p layed when the recei 
image display . 



4 



m ages is displayed is not updated bv a next frame image, and 
)l on the piuLluiiiio e d r e g i on and a next frame image on t he 



jdatcd, and neith er the first or the second imag e information 



frame images are not displayed on the corresponding 




31. (C 
a reception 

communication terminal; 

an output uni 

unit in order to display the 



uri£t 



tly Amended) A communication apparatus comprising: 
for receiving frame images generated from a 



tifo 



or outputting the frame images received by said reception 
e images on a display unit; and 
a notification Ifcnit for causing acquiring and notifying o f a stat e o f r ece p tion 



fr! me 



of said recepti o n unit, the stdfc of rec e ption cumpiising a s t ate of frame rate of the fram e 
images r e c e ived by said recegti o n unit while said reception unit is receiving the frame 
i mag e s; wh er ein said notificati o n unit cause s the display unit to display a symbol indicating 
an update state of the received frame images, wherein the update state includes at least an 
updating state, a non-updatiife state, and a non-reception state, and wherein the symbol is 



An image information of the 



tate of frame rate corresponding t o each of the image displ ays 
Lisplayed on a predetermined area at a time when the 



the image information b e ing 



corresponding frame image Is received fiame images aiu displayed, and 
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wherein said ratification unit n o tifi e s of t h e slat e of frame r ate by chang ing 
the image i n forma ti on so thafla first image informati o n is dis p layed causes the display of 



the symbol in first condition 



brres ponriing to the updating state when a t least o ne of the 



receive d a currently display* 



and is updated bv a next 



imag e information is displa ; 
condition corresponding to tl 




currently displayed frame im 
and causes the display of no 



pre d e t er mined r e gion and a r 



and n e ith er the fi r st or the so 
images are not displayed- 

32. (< 
Claim 3 1, wherein the svmb 
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frame image imag e s i s d i s p layed on a predetermin e d region 
image o n th e predetermined regi o n is updated, a second 
in the period , causes the display of the symbol in second 



j non-updating state when at least one of thc t cccived the 



e iiiia&cs is dis p layed is not updated by a next frame image, 
ibdl corresponding to the non-reception state otHhe 



,xt frame image on the prede t ermined l e gion i s not updated, 



?nd image information arc displayed when the received frame 



display o f an icon indicating 
terminal terminals. 



Ltly Amended) A communication apparatus according to 
is changing th e image information is a chang e i n a state - of 
a.corresponding one of the plurality of communication 



33. (Previ usly Presented) A communication apparatus according to 
Claim 31, wherein said notiffpatirin unit does not perform notification when the frame rate 
is high, and performs notific tion when the frame rate is reduced. 
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34. (Curre§t]y ^mended) A communication apparatus according to 
Claim [[31]] 32, wherein sai e gnotiifical i on unit comprises o ne, of flashing o f an - ic o n, 



display o f characl e r i nfo r malpn ajnd dis p lay of num erals the symbol in the first condition 
is a flashed icon. 



35. (Cuire tly Amended) A communication method comprising the 



steps of: 

receiving fran 
outputting 
display the frame images on 
acquiring and 



5 images generated from a conmunication terminal; 

_ 

theErame images received in said receiving step in order to 

r 

display unit, and 



state of r eception comprising i sta t e o f frame r ate o f the frame images r eceived in said 



wherein said 



update state includes at least 



rat ifying o f a stat e of i c ception o f satd -r cee i vmg step, the 



l ' ccci ving bt i y whil e g>aid leu viug st e p is rec e iving the frame images ; 



quiring an d noti f ying st e p caus e s causing the display unit to 



display a symbol indicating a i update state of the received frame images, wherein the 



n updating state, a non-updating state, and a non-reception 



state* and wherein the svmbo is a ft imag e info r mati o n of th e state of frame ra te 



co rr es p onding t o each o f the aiage displays, the imag e information being displayed on a 
predetermined area at a time rtieti the frame image is re c e ived frame images are displayed 
on the corresponding image_( isplav. and: 



.f- 



wherein said (Busing the display unit to display a symbol acquiring and 
notifying step n o tifies o f th e tale o f fr ame rate by changing the i mage iiifuinution s o that a 
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first image inf o rma t i o n is dis| a*c£ causes the display of the symbol in a first condition 



itate when at least on en of th e r ece i ved a frame image 



currently displayed on the coifespbfading image display imag e s is displayed o n a 



prcdetmiiincd r egjo rrand is u dated by a next frame image on the pr ede t e r mined r e gmrr-k 



updat e d, a sec o nd image infoAiati b n is dis p lay e d in a p e rio d , causes the display of the 



symbol in a second condition 



the re ceiv e d the frame image 



nages is displayed curre ntl y dis p la y ed on the corresponding 



image display is not updated 1 i a ridixt frame image, and causes the display of no symbol 



corresponding to the non-rece tioiij state o n t he predetermined r eg ion and a n ex t frame 



[[a]] reception 



orrejsponding to the non-updating state when at least o ne of 



imag e on the prede t ermined n g t onjis hot updated, and n e ith ert hc fh&l ur tlic - sccond image 
i nf or mati o n are displayed wh^ the received frame images are not displayed on the 
corresponding image display . 



36. (Cuirer ly Apended) A computer-readable storage medium 
storing a computer-executable prb^ram, said program comprising: 



ode [executable to receive for receiving frame images 
generated from a cornmurdcaJftn'tJt^inal; 

[[an]] output C( ie executable to output for o utputtiirg the frame images 
received by said reception coc > in order to display the frame images on a display unit; and 
[[a]] notificatic I code executable to cause f o r acquiring and notifying or a 



stale uf r e ception of said i c cq ion code, the sta t e of reception ' eom p rising a slate of frame 



r ate of the fr am e images reccr 



d msaid recepti o n code while said re c ep tion cod e is 



1 .f : 
LV 
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nniving the frame images wlci i tiji said notifi c ation code iam>i& the display unit to display 
a symbol indicating an updattflstate o f the received framearnap;cs. wherein the update stale 



includes at least an updating s atei k non-u pdating state, and a non-reception state, and 



wherein the symbol is arrmra 



each of the imag e displays, th 



at a time when the received fr rneiimage is frame imag e s aic displayed on the 



corresponding image display. 



wherein said 



the irna^e informati o n so t hat 



n jiflcation code notifies o f th e state offlam e r at e by changing 
ifrstimag e inf o rmati o n is display e d causes the display of 



the symbol in a first condition 



rceeived a frame image currec lv displayed on the corresponding ima^ ci display images is 



d i s p layed o n a pr e determin e d 



state when at least one of the x 



correspon ding ima ge display 



and causes the display of no 



p r edete r mined region and a n e 



images are not displayed onth 



37. to 40. (Ca cei 



information o f the state o f f r ame rate coi i e spoiidhig to 



image information b e ing displayed on a predetermined area 



aid 



iorresponding to the updating state when a t leas t one o f the 



i giojyan d is updated bv a next frame image orrrhc 



p r edetermined r egi o n is updat i 9 a Sec o nd image information is d isplayed in a peiiod A 
causes the display of the svmh l in iai second condition corresponding to the non-updating 



cejyjpd the frame image.currentlv displayed on the 



laflys is displayed is not updated by a next frame imaee» 
nbdljcorresponding to the non-reception state uirtbc 



t fraffle image on Qie p r ede t enuined region is n o t updated, 



and neither the fi r st o r the sect i d;ijmage information arc display e d when the received frame 



corresponding image display . 



■ .hi- 
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BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

J3?LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



